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A Conversation: What is it? 
What is it For? 

m 

I ( is very hard to 'explain oneself - an interview, a dialogue, a 
conversation. Most of the time, when someone asks me a 
question, even one which relates to me, I see that, strictly, I 
don't have anything to say. Questions are invented, like any- 
thing else. If you aren't allowed to invent your questions, with 
elements from all over the place, from never mind where, if 
people e pose' them to you, you haven't much to say. The art of 
constructing a problem is very important: you invent a prob- 
lem, a problem-position, before finding a solution. None of 
this happens in an interview, a conversation, a discussion. 
Even reflection, whether it's alone, or between two or more, is 
not enough. Above all, not reflection. Objections are even 
worse. Every time someone puts an objection to me, I want to 
say: 'OK, OK, let's go on to something else.' Objections have 
never contributed anything. It's the same when I am asked a 
general question. The aim is not to answer questions, it's to 
get out, to get out of it. Many people think that it is only by 

fffl j pff hftrlf nvpr the question that it's p oggihlp to yet out of it. 

'What is the position with philosophy? Is it dead? Are we going 
beyond it?' It's very trying. They won't stop returning to 
■ the question in order to get out of it. But getting out never 
happens like that. Movement always happens behind the 
thinker's back, or in the moment when he blinks. Getting out 
is already achieved, or else it never will be. Questions are 
generally aimed at a future (or a pastj. The future of women, 
the future of the revolution, the future of philosophy, etc. But 
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during this time, while you turn in circles amon, these 
questions, there are becomings which are silently at work 
which are almost imperceptible. We think too much in terms 
of history, whether personal or universal. Becomings belong to 
geography, they are orientations, directions, entries and exits 
I here is a woman-becoming which is not the same as women* 
their past and their future, and it is essential that women enter 
this becoming to get out of their past and their future, their 
history. There is a revolutionary-becoming which is not the 
same as the future of the revolution, and which does not 
necessarily happen through the militants. There is a 
philosophy-becoming which has nothing to do with the 
history of philosophy and which happens through those whom 
the history of philosophy does not manage to classify 

To become is never to imitate, nor to 'do like 5 , nor to 
conform to a model, whether it's of justice or of truth There is 
no terminus from which you set out, none which you arrive at 
or which you ought to arrive at. Nor are there two terms 
which are exchanged. The question 'What are you becoming 
is particularly stupid. For as someone becomes, what he is 
becoming changes as much as he does himself. Becomings are 
not phenomena of imitation or assimilation, but of a double 
capture of non-parallel evolution, of nuptials between two 
reigns. Nuptials are always against nature. Nuptials are the 
opposite of a couple. There are no longer binary machines- 
question-answer, masculine-feminine, man-animal, etc This 
could be what a conversation is - simply the outline of a 
becoming. The wasp and the orchid provide the ex.mnl, tu 
orcnm seems to torm a wasp image, but in fact there is a 
wasp-becoming of the orchid, an orchid- becoming of the 
wasp a double capture since 'what' each becomes changes no 
less than 'that which' becomes. The wasp becomes part of the 
orchid s reproductive apparatus at the same time as the 
orchid becomes the sexual organ of the wasp. One and the 
same becoming, a single bloc of becoming, or, as Remy 
Chauvm says, an ^parallel evolution of two beings who have 
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nothing whatsoever to do with one another'. There are 
.uiimal-becomings of man which do not consist in playing the 
dog or the cat, since man and the animal only meet on the 
itajectory of a common but asymmetrical deterritorialization. 
1 1 is like Mozart's birds: in this music there is a 
bird-becoming, but caught in a music-becoming of the bird, 
the two forming a single becoming, a single bloc, an a-parallel 
evolution - not an exchange, but 'a confidence with no pos- 
sible interlocutor', as a commentator on Mozart says; in short, 
a conversation. 

Becomings - they are the thing which is the most im- 
perceptible, they are acts which can only be contained in a life 
and expressed in a style. Styles are not constructions, any 
more than are modes of life. In style it is not the words which 
count, nor the sentences, nor the rhythms and figures. In life it 
I not the stories, nor the principles, nor the consequences. 
You can always replace one word with another. If you don't 
like that one, if it doesn't suit you, take another, put another in 
its place. If each one of us makes this effort, everyone can 
understand one another and there is scarcely any reason to 
ask questions or to raise objections. There are no literal words, 
neither are there metaphors (all metaphors are sullied words, 
or else make them so). There are only inexact words to des- 
ignate something exactly. Let us create extraordinary words, 
on condition that they be put to the most ordinary use and 
that the entity they designate be made to exist in the same way 
as the most common object. Today we have at our disposal 
new ways of reading, and perhaps of writing There are ones 
which are bad and rotten. For example, we get the feeling that 
some books are written for the review that a journalist will 
• have to produce, so that there is no longer even any need for a 
review, but only for empty words ('You must read that! It's 
great! Go on! You'll see!') to avoid reading the book and 
putting the article together. But the good ways of reading 
today succeed in treating a book as you would treat a record 
you listen to, a film or a TV programme you watch; any 



treatment of the book which claims for it a special respect - an 
attention of another kind - comes from another era and de- 
finitively condemns the book. There's no question of difficulty 
or understanding, concepts are exactly like sounds, colours or 
images, they are intensities which suit you or not, which are 
acceptable or aren't acceptable. Pop philosophy. There's 
nothing to understand, nothing to interpret. I should like to 
say what a style is. It belongs to people of whom you normally 
say, They have no style.' This is not a signifying structure, 
nor a reflected organization, nor a spontaneous inspiration, 
nor an orchestration, nor a little piece of music. It is an 
assemblage, an assemblage of enunciation. A style is man- 
aging to stammer in one's own language. It is difficult, be- 
cause there has to be a need for such stammering. Not being a 
stammerer in one's speech, but being a stammerer of language 
itself. Being like a foreigner in one's own language. Con- 
structing a line of flight. The most striking examples for me 
are Kafka, Beckett, Gherasim Luca and Godard. Gherasim 
Luca is a great poet among the greatest: he invented a prodi- 
gious stammering, his own. He gave public readings of his 
poems in front of two hundred people; and yet it was an event, 
an event belonging to no school or movement, which would 
pass through these two hundred. Things never pass where you 
think, nor along the paths you think. 

You can always object that we are choosing favourable 
examples, Kafka the Czech Jew writing in German, the Irish 
Beckett writing English and French, Luca, of Rumanian 
origin, and even the Swiss Godard AnH so? Thk is not t-h^ 
problem for any of them. We must be bilingual even in a 
single language, we must have a minor language inside our 
own languge, we must create a minor use of our own 
language. Multilingualism is not merely the property of 
several systems each of which would be homogeneous in itself: 
it is primarily the line of flight or of variation which affects 
each system by stopping it from being homogeneous. Not 
speaking like an Irishman or a Rumanian in a language other 
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m uiir's own, but on the contrary speaking in one's own 
i u iK( like a foreigner. Proust says: 'Great literature is 
rit'tfii m a sort of foreign language. To each sentence we 
Htm l« .1 meaning, or at any rate a mental image, which is 
! mistranslation. But in great literature all our mistrans- 
lations result in beauty.' 1 This is the good way to read: all 
ml translations are good - always provided that they do not 
(insist in interpretations, but relate to the use of the book, 
lhat (hey multiply its use, that they create yet another 
Uii M uage inside its language. 'Great literature is written in a 
iort of foreign language . . .' That is the definition of style. 
Here again it is a question of becoming. People always think of 
1 majoritarian future (when I am grown up, when I have 
power). Whereas the problem is that of a minoritarian- 
becoming, not pretending, not playing or imitating the child, 
the madman, the woman, the animal, the stammerer or the 
foreigner, but becoming all these, in order to invent new forces 
<>r new weapons. 

Life is like that too. In life there is a sort of awkwardness, a 
delicacy of health, a frailty of constitution, a vital stammering 
which is someone's charm. Charm is the source of life just as 
style is the source of writing. Life is not your history - those 
who have no charm have no life, it is as though they are dead. 
But the charm is not the person. It is what makes people be 
grasped as so many combinations and so many unique 
chances from which such a combination has been drawn. It is 
a throw of the dice which necessarily wins, since it affirms 
chance sufficiently instead of detaching or mutilating chance 
or reducing it to probabilities. Thus through each fragile 
combination a power of life is affirmed with a strength, an 
obstinacy, an unequalled persistence in the being. It is strange 
how great thinkers have a fragile personal life, an uncertain 
health, at the same time as they carry life to the state of 
absolute power or of 'Great Health'. These are not people, but 
the figure of their own combination. Charm and style are poor 
words; we should find others, replace them. Charm gives life a 
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non-personal power, above individuals; at the same time, style 
gives writing an external end [fin] ~ which goes beyond what 
is written. And this is the same thing: writing does not have its 
end in itself precisely because life is not something personal 
The only aim [fin] of writing is life, through the combinations 
which it draws. This is the opposite of 'neurosis', in which life 
is constantly mutilated, debased, personalized, mortified, and 
in which writing takes itself as its own end. Nietzsche, the 
opposite of the neurotic, very much alive but with fragile 
health, writes: 

It sometimes seems as though the artist, and the 
philosopher in particular, is only a chance in his time 
nature, which never makes a leap, has made its one leap in 
creating them, and a leap of joy moreover, for nature then 
feels that for the first time it has reached its goal - where it 
realises it has to unlearn having goals and that it has played 
the game of life and becoming with too high stakes. This 
knowledge transfigures nature, and a gentle eve- 
ning-weariness, that which men call 'beauty 5 , reposes upon 
its face. 2 

When you work, you are necessarily in absolute solitude. You 
cannot have disciples, or be part of a school. The only work is 
moonlighting and is clandestine. But it is an extremely 
populous solitude. Populated not with dreams, phantasms or 
plans, but with encounters. An encounter is perhaps the same 
thing as a becoming, or nuptials. It is from the depth of this 
solitude that you can make any encounter whatsoever You 
ciiuuumci people (and sometimes without knowing them or 
ever having seen them) but also movements, ideas, events, 
entities. All these things have proper names, but the proper 
name does not designate a person or a subject. It designates 
an effect, a zigzag, something which passes or happens be- 
tween two as though under a potential difference: the 'Com- 
pton effect', the £ Kelvin effect 5 . We said the same thing about 
becomings: it is not one term which becomes the other, but 
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each encounters the other, a single becoming which is not 
common to the two, since they have nothing to dp with one 
another, but which is between the two, which has its own 
direction, a bloc of becoming, an a-parallel evolution. This is 
it, the double capture, the wasp AND the orchid: not even 
something which would be in the one, or something which 
would be in the other, even if it had to be exchanged, be 
mingled, but something which is between the two, outside the 
two, and which flows in another direction. To encounter is to 
find, to capture, to steal, but there is no method for finding 
other than a long preparation. Stealing is the opposite of 
plagiarizing, copying, imitating, or doing like. Capture is 
always a double-capture, theft a double-theft, and it is that 
which creates not something mutual, but an asymmetrical 
block, an a-parallel evolution, nuptials, always 'outside' and 
'between 5 . So this is what it would be, a conversation. 

Yes, I am a thief of thoughts 
not, I pray, a stealer of souls 
I have built an 5 rebuilt 
upon what is waitin 5 
for the sand on the beaches 
carves many castles 
on what has been opened 
before my time 
a word, a tune, a story, a line 
keys in the wind t' unlock my mind 
an' t'grant my closet thoughts backyard air 
it is nut of me t'ait an 5 ponder 
wonderin' an' wastin' time 
thinkin 5 of thoughts that haven't been thunk 
thinkin' of dreams that haven't been dreamt 
an' new ideas that haven't been wrote 
an' new words t'fit into rhyme [. . .] 
an 5 not t'worry about the new rules 
for they ain't been made yet 
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an' t'shout my singin' mind 

knowin' that it is me an' my kind 

that will make those rules 

if the people of tomorrow 

really need the rules of today 

rally 'round all you prosecutin' attorneys 

the world is but a courtroom 

yes 

but I know the defendants better 'n you 

and while you're busy prosecutin' 

we're busy whistlin' 

cleanin' up the courtroom 

sweepin' sweepin' 

listenin' listenin' 

winkin' t'one another 

careful 

careful 

your spot is comin' up soon. 3 

How proud and wonderful - also modest - is this Bob Dylan 
poem. It says it all. As a teacher I should like to be able to give 
a course as Dylan organizes a song, as astonishing producer 
rather than author. And that it should begin as he does 
suddenly, with his clown's mask, with a technique of con-' 
tnving, and yet improvising each detail. The opposite of a 
plagianst, but also the opposite of a master or a model. A very 
kngthy preparation, yet no method, nor rules, nor recipes 
Nupdals without couples or conjugality. Having a bag into 

which I put everything T Pnm „n^ ;J , ,° . 8 

u i7- r: — trmimnirrj provided that ^ amu 
put m a bag. Finding, encountering, stealing instead of reg- 
ulating, recognizing and judging. For recognizing is the 
opposite of the encounter. Judging is the profession of many 
people, and it is not a good profession, but it is also the use to 
which many people put writing. Better to be a road-sweeper 
than a judge. The more one has been fooled in one's life the 
more one gives lessons: no one is as good as a Stalinist in 
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Ic .sons in non-Stalinism and pronouncing 'new rules 5 . 
I Ik it is a whole race of judges, and the history of thought is 
hi that of a court, it lays claim to a court of Pure Reason, or 
| |§i Vin e Faith . . . This is why people speak so readily in the 

and in the place of others, and why they like questions 
§§ much, are so clever at asking them and replying to them, 
i iirir .ire also those who demand to be judged, if only to be 
,= cognized as guilty. Injustice they demand conformity, even 
U tins is to rules which they invent, to a transcendence which 
they claim to reveal or to feelings which motivate them. 
Justice and correctness are bad ideas. Compare Godard's 
jbi inula; not a correct image, just an image [pas une image juste, 
mte une image]. It is the same in philosophy as in a film or a 
sunn : no correct ideas, just ideas [pas dHde'es justes, justes des 

Just ideas: this is the encounter, the becoming, the theft 
.iiid the nuptials, this 'between-two' of solitudes. When 
Bodard says he would like to be a production studio, he is 
obviously not trying to say that he wants to produce his own 
films or he wants to edit his own books. He is trying to say just 
ideas, because, when it comes down to it, you are all alone, 
and yet you are like a conspiracy of criminals. You are no 
longer an author, you are a production studio, you have never 
been more populated. Being a 'gang' - gangs live through the 
worst dangers; forming judges, courts, schools, families and 
conjugalities again. But what is good in a gang, in principle, is 
that each goes about his own business while encountering 
others, each brings in his loot and a becoming is sketched out 
- a bloc starts moving - which no longer belongs to anyone, 
but is 'between' everyone, like a little boat which children let 
slip and lose, and is stolen by others. In the TV conversations 
6 times 2 what were Godard and Mieville doing if not making 
the richest use of their solitude, using it as a means of en- 
counter, making a line or bloc shoot between two people, 
producing all the phenomena of a double capture, showing 
what the conjunction AND is, neither a union, nor a 
juxtaposition, but the birth of a stammering, the outline of a 
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broken line which always sets off at right angles, a sort of 
active and creative line of flight? AND . . . AND . . . AND 

You should not try to find whether an idea is just or correct 
You should look for a completely different idea, elsewhere, in 
another area, so that something passes between the two which 
is neither in one nor the other. Now, one does not generally 
find this idea alone; a chance is needed, or else someone gives 
you one. You don't have to be learned, to know or be familiar 
with a particular area, but to pick up this or that in areas 
which are very different. This is better than the 'cut-up' It is 
rather a 'pick-me-up or 'pick-up' 4 * - in the dictionary - 
collecting up, chance, restarting of the motor, getting on to the 
wavelength; and then the sexual connotation of the word 
Burroughs' cut-up is still a method of probabilities - at least 
linguistic ones - and not a procedure of drawing lots or a 
single chance which combines the heterogeneous elements 
For example, I am trying to explain that things, people, are 
made up of very varied lines, and that they do not necessarily 
know which line they are on or where they should make the 
line which they are tracing pass; in short, there is a whole 
geography in people, with rigid lines, supple lines, lines of 
flight, etc. I see my friend Jean-Pierre, who explains to me, in 
connection with something else, that a monetary balance im- 
plies a line between two sorts of operations which are appar- 
ently simple: but in fact economists can make this line pass 
anywhere, so that they haven't the slightest idea where to 
make it pass. This is an encounter, but with whom? With 
Je— Pierre, <vl± ^ f iC IJ 3 wua * word, wirn a gesture.' 1 always 
worked in this way with Fanny. Her ideas always seized me 
from behind, coming from far away in another direction so 
that we crossed all the more like the signals from two lamps 
In her own work, she came upon Lawrence's poems about 
tortoises. I do not know anything about tortoises and yet that 
changes everything for animal-becomings; it is not clear that 
any animal whatsoever is caught up in these becomings; what 
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about tortoises or giraffes? Lawrence says: Tf I am a giraffe 
and the English people who write about me are well-trained 
dogs, nothing works any more, the animals are too different. 
You say that you like me, but believe me, you don't like me, 
you instinctively detest the animal that I am.' Our enemies 
ne dogs. But what precisely is an encounter with someone 
you like? Is it an encounter with someone, or with the animals 
who come to populate you, or with the ideas which take you 
over, the movements which move you, the sounds which run 
through you? And how do you separate these things? I can 
talk of Foucault, tell you that he has said this or that to me, set 
it out as I see it. This is nothing as long as I have not been able 
really to encounter this set of sounds hammered out, of de- 
cisive gestures, of ideas all made of tinder and fire, of deep 
attention and sudden closure, of laughter and smiles which 
one feels to be 'dangerous' at the very moment when one feels 
tenderness - this set as a unique combination whose proper 
name would be Foucault. A man without references, says 
Francois Ewald - the finest compliment . . . Jean-Pierre, the 
only friend whom I have never left and who has never left 
me . . . And Jerome, that silhouette, always walking, moving, 
penetrated to the core with life, and whose generosity, love, 
was nourished at a secret source, JONAH ... In each of us 
there is, as it were, an ascesis, in part turned against ourselves. 
We are deserts, but populated by tribes, flora and fauna. We 
pass out time in ordering these tribes, arranging them in other 
ways, getting rid of some and encouraging others to prosper. 
AnH 3 11 thieve rl^nc ^11 these crowds Ho not undermine the 
desert, which is our very ascesis; on the contrary they inhabit 
it, they pass through it, over it. In Guattari there has always 
been a sort of wild rodeo, in part directed against himself. The 
desert, experimentation on oneself, is our only identity, our 
single chance for all the combinations which inhabit us. Then 
we are told, 'You are not masters, but you are even more 
suffocating.' We should have so much liked to be something 
else. 
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I was taught by two professors, whom I liked and admired a 
lot, Alquie and Hyppolite. Everything turned out badly. One 
had long white hands and a stammer which might have been a 
legacy of child Hood, or there to hide a native accent, and 
which was harnessed to the service of Cartesian dualisms. The 
other had a powerful face with unfinished features, and 
rhythmically beat out Hegelian triads with his fist, hanging 
his words on the beats. At the Liberation we were still 
strangely stuck in the history of philosophy. We simply 
plunged into Hegel, Husserl and Heidegger; we threw 
ourselves like puppies into a scholasticism worse than that of 
the Middle Ages. Fortunately there was Sartre. Sartre was our 
Outside, he was really the breath of fresh air from the 
backyard (and it was of little importance to know exactly what 
his relationship with Heidegger was, from the point of view of 
a history to come). Among all the Sorbonne's probabilities, it 
was his unique combination which gave us the strength to 
tolerate the new restoration of order. And Sartre has never 
stopped being that, not a model, a method or an example, but 
a little fresh air - a gust of air even when he had just been to 
the Cafe Flore - an intellectual who singularly changed the 
situation of the intellectual. It is idiotic to wonder whether 
Sartre was the beginning or the end of something. Like all 
creative things and people, he is in the middle, he grows from 
the middle. However, at that time I did not feel drawn 
towards existentialism or towards phenomenology; I am not 
quite sure why, but it was already history when you got there, 
too much method, imitation, commentary and interpretation 

- except Sartre. So, alter the Liberation, the history of 
philosophy tightened itself around us - without our realizing it 

- under the pretext of opening up a future of thought, which 
would also be the most ancient thought. The 'Heidegger 
question' did not seem to me to be Ts he a bit of a Nazi?' 
(obviously, obviously) but 'What was his role in this new 
injection of history of philosophy?' No one takes thought very 
seriously, except those who claim to be thinkers or 
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philosophers by profession. But that doesn't stop it from 
living its own apparatuses of power - or its being an effect of 
apparatus of power when it tells people: 'Don't take me 
ltd* Misly, because I think for you, since I give you conformity, 
un, ms and rules, an image'; to all of which you may submit all 
thr more as you say: 'That's not my business, it's not im- 
poi (ant, it's for philosophers and their pure theories.' 

The history of philosophy has always been the agent of 
tower in philosophy, and even in thought. It has played the 
h presser's role: how can you think without having read Plato, 
I >rscartes, Kant and Heidegger, and so-and-so's book about 
them? A formidable school of intimidation which manu- 
factures specialists in thought - but which also makes those 
who stay outside conform all the more to this specialism which 
they despise. An image of thought called philosophy has been 
formed historically and it effectively stops people from 
l liinking. Philosophy's relationship with the State is not solely 
due to the fact that recently most philosophers have been 
L public professors' 5 * (although this fact has had a very 
different significance in France and Germany). The rela- 
tionship goes further back. For thought borrows its properly 
philosophical image from the state as beautiful, substantial or 
subjective interiority. It invents a properly spiritual State, as 
an absolute state, which is by no means a dream, since it 
operates effectively in the mind. Hence the importance of 
notions such as universality, method, question and answer, 
judgement, or recognition, of just correct, always having 

— ^„„t ;A^^c TU^™^ tU^ JmrwM-t^n™* of tlipttipq like those of a 

republic of spirits, an enquiry of the understanding, a court of 
reason, a pure 'right' of thought, with ministers of the Interior 
and bureaucrats of pure thought. Philosophy is shot through 
with the project of becoming the official language of a Pure 
State. The exercise of thought thus conforms to the goals of 
the real State, to the dominant meanings and to the re- 
quirements of the established order. Nietzsche said everything 
on this point in 'Schopenhauer Educator'. 6 * Everything which 
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belongs to a thought without image - nomadism, the war- 
machine, becomings, nuptials against nature, capture and 
thefts, interregnums/ minor languages or stammering of 
language, etc. - is crushed and denounced as a nuisance. Of 
course, this role of represser of thought can be played by 
disciplines other than philosophy and its history. It can even 
be said that today the history of philosophy has gone bankrupt 
and that 'the State no longer needs the sanction of 
Philosophy'. But keen competitors have already taken its 
place. Epistemology has taken up the reins from the history of 
philosophy. Marxism brandishes a judgement of history, or 
even a people's tribunal - which are even more disturbing 
than the others. Psychoanalysis increasingly concerns itself 
with the 'thought' function and - not without reason - allies 
itself with linguistics. These are the new apparatuses of power 
in thought itself, and Marx, Freud and Saussure make up a 
strange, three-headed Represser, a dominant major language. 
To interpret, to transform, to utter are the new forms of 
'correct' ideas. Even Chomsky's syntactic marker is primarily 
a marker of power. Linguistics triumphed at the same time as 
information was being developed as power, and was imposing 
its image of language and of thought, consistent with the 
transmission of 'order-words' 7 * and the organization of re- 
dundancies. There is not really much point in wondering 
whether philosophy is dead, when many other disciplines are 
assuming its function. We have no right to lay claim to 
madness, since madness itself passes through psychoanalysis 
and linguistics reunited, since it is imbued with correct ideas, 
wun a strong culture or a history without becoming, since it 
has its clowns, its professors and its little chiefs. 

So I began with the history of philosophy - when it was still 
being prescribed. For my part, I could not see any way of 
extracting myself. I could not stand Descartes, the dualisms 
and the Cogito, or Hegel, the triad and the operation of the 
negation. But I liked writers who seemed to be part of the 
history of philosophy, but who escaped from it in one respect, 
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or altogether: Lucretius, Spinoza, Hume, Nietzsche, Bergson. 
< H course, every history of philosophy has its chapter on 
Impiricism: Locke and Berkeley have their place there, but in 
Hume there is something very strange which completely dis- 
places empiricism, giving it a new power, a theory and 
practice of relations, of the AND, which was to be pursued by 
iussell and Whitehead, but which 'remains underground or 
marginal in relation to the great classifications, even when 
they inspire a new conception of logic and epistemology. 
Bergson, of course, was also caught up in French-style history 
M philosophy, and yet in him there is something which cannot 
be assimilated, which enabled him to provide a shock, to be a 
rallying point for all the opposition, the object of so many 
hatreds: and this is not so much because of the theme of 
duration, as of the theory and practice of becomings of all 
kinds, of coexistent multiplicities. And it is easy to credit 
Spinoza with the place of honour in the Cartesian succession; 
except that he bulges out of that place in all directions, there is 
no living corpse who raises the lid of his coffin so powerfully, 
crying so loudly T am not one of yours.' It was on Spinoza 
that I worked the most seriously according to the norms of the 
history of philosophy - but he more than any other gave me 
the feeling of a gust of air from behind each time you read him, 
of a witch's broom which he makes you mount. We have not 
yet begun to understand Spinoza, and I myself no more than 
others. All these thinkers are of a fragile constitution, and yet 
shot through with an unsurmountable life. They proceed only 
thronp-h nositive and affirmative force. They have a sort of cult 
life (I fantasize about writing a memorandum to the Academy 
of the Moral Sciences to show that Lucretius' book cannot end 
with the description of the plague, and that it is an invention, 
a falsification of the Christians who wanted to show that a 
maleficent thinker must end in terror and anguish). These 
thinkers have few relationships with each other - apart from 
Nietzsche and Spinoza - and f yet they do have them. One 
might say that something happens between them, at different 
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